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From the Rabbi’s Desk
Greetings from rainy Tel Aviv! I’m writing in 
early January, midway through my sabbatical. 
Receiving this three month period of time to 
study Hebrew and mix with Israeli life has been 
a wonderful opportunity which I really appreci-
ate!

Let me tell you what I’ve been doing. I’ve been 
studying Hebrew at Ulpan Gordon in a high 
level class. We read essays, stories, and news-
paper articles. We talk about current events. 
We work on vocabulary and grammar, and are 
occasionally assigned writing compositions. 
I was one of two students who were asked to 
give a formal lecture to the class just before 
Hanukkah. The topic I chose was Hanukkah 
and Assimilation. I spoke in Hebrew, from 
notes, for 30 minutes. Whew!

I’ve recently added a weekly conversation class 
to my schedule, and also engaged a private 
tutor to structure weekly listening exercises for 
me. I love Hebrew and I look forward to each 
class and even look forward to doing my home-
work. But there’s more to the week than study.

Although there isn’t a Shabbat-is-coming siren 
here as there is in Jerusalem, the rhythm of the 
Jewish week is also palpable here in Tel Aviv. 
Thursday night is a major food shopping and 
house-cleaning night. An itinerant flower-seller 
cruises the neighborhoods on a bouquet-laden 
motor scooter on Thursday evenings, calling 

out in Hebrew “Flowers for Shabbat, Flowers 
for the Home.” Friday afternoon in the grocery 
store or especially in the open air market, Shuk 
ha Carmel, is an ultra-competitive experience 
with all the throngs of hurried shoppers elbow-
ing in.

I found a sweet congregation, affiliated with the 
Masorti Movement, (similar to Conservative) 
Kehilat Sinai, which has an especially beautiful 
Friday night service. I’ve become a regular. I 
led two Shabbat morning services, even giving 
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March/April
Mar. 6 Kavanah Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 7 CAA Movie Night:  6:30 PM
 “Voyage of the Damned”
Mar. 8 Cohen Lecture Series: Lainee   3:00 PM
 Ginsberg, “The History of 
 Jewish Choral Music”   
Mar. 9 Purim Service and Celebration 6:30 PM
Mar. 11 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Mar. 13 Shabbat at Host Homes 7:00 PM
Mar. 19 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Mar. 20 Traditional Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 21 Older Students Lead Service 10:00 AM
Mar. 27 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 1  Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM 
Apr. 3 Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 7 Cohen Center Awards Night 7:00 PM
Apr. 9 Community Seder 5:30 PM
Apr. 10 Yizkor Service 6:30 PM
 Traditional Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 11 Shabbat Morning Service 10:00 AM
Apr. 16 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Apr. 17 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 20 Yom HaShoah Commemoration 5:30 PM
Apr. 20 Genocide Awareness Lecture 7:00 PM
 KSC
Apr. 24 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 30 Community Kitchen 7:00 PM
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a D’var Torah in Hebrew! 

Last Shabbat morning I went 
with a colleague to Havurat 
Tel Aviv, which meets in a 
large room in a high school. 
There was an intense win-
ter thunderstorm, and soon 
the room was flooded with 
between 1-3 inches of water. 
People took turns using the 
Israeli squeegee–type “mops” to push water out 
of the room, down the hall, and out the door. 
In the meantime, the service continued. When 
the service leader got to the Musaf Amidah, he 
sang the winter phrase “mashiv ha-ruach u’morid 
ha-gashem” (the One who brings the wind and 
makes the rain fall) VERY VERY quietly. We all 
giggled.

During Keene and Worcester vacation time, 
Dale was able to visit me. We went to the warm 
south and snorkeled in Aqaba, Jordan. From 
there we went to Jerusalem, where we spent 
Shabbat and Rosh Hodesh Tevet. Jerusalem 
Shabbat experiences included Friday night at 
VeAni Tefila, a vibrant shul drawing on Breslov 
musical traditions, and the Italian synagogue 
on Shabbat morning with its own special cus-
toms for hagbah and Torah reading, as well as a 
lovely, distinctive musical tradition.  

Early on Sunday morning we went to the 
Western Wall for Rosh Hodesh praying with 
the women’s prayer group Nashot ha Kotel. 
Much has changed in the ten years since the last 
time I went. A series of Israeli High Court deci-
sions finally supported women’s right to pray 
aloud wearing ritual garments. They also won 
the right to read from a Torah scroll, but they 
are neither allowed to bring a Sefer Torah nor 
borrow one of the officially authorized Torah 
scrolls (which are only lent to men). Instead, 
the women chant the traditional Rosh Hodesh 
Torah reading from a single sheet of klaf (Torah 
parchment), written by a sofer (Torah scribe). 
Daniella’s mother, Linda Yitzchak, has been 
attending for many years, and we ran into 
her there. Another local connection – Cantor 
Kate Judd’s (Brattleboro) granddaughter is the 
Executive Director of Nashot ha Kotel.

I plan to return to Jerusalem later this month 
to go to the illustrious Ades Synagogue, a com-
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ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

Rabbi Loewenthal
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munity of people from Aleppo, Syria. During 
the winter, they have special Bakashot prayers 
on Shabbat morning that go from 3 am to 7 am, 
when the regular service begins. Their musi-
cal and liturgical traditions are magnificent.  
I taught a class on Piyutim (liturgical poetic 
hymns) at CAA a year ago, which featured a 
film clip from the Ades Congregation, as well as 
a show-and-tell of the beautiful Bakashot siddur 
I brought back from Israel ten years ago.

Before long, I will be packing to come home. 
I’m thinking about the amount of room left 
in my suitcases, because I’ll be bringing home 
many siddur purchases to add to my prayer-
book collection, including the Israeli Masorti 
one, one from the Italian synagogue, one from 
Nashot ha Kotel, and one produced by my 
colleague, Rabbi Michael Gratz, drawing on 
ancient prayer texts found in the Cairo Geniza.

On my short list of must-do experiences, 
besides attending the Ades Synagogue, I hope 
to make contact with people in Hof haCarmel, 
sister city (in Hebrew, “twin city”) to the Jewish 
Federation of New Hampshire.

Through the magic of technology, I’ve been 
popping in on the students during Religious 
School, showing and telling about Israeli life, 
including the amazing Hanukkah doughnuts 
(sufganiyot). I’ve also been posting lots of my 
photos on Instagram, with Hebrew captions 
you can click to translate. My photos are under 
the name Keener_Rebbe, but you can also 
search for my name.

Although I am writing this on a rainy, rainy 
January night in Tel Aviv, by the time you read 
this, I will be back in Keene, Purim will be a 
week away, and it will only be snowing spo-
radically. See you soon!

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
As I write this, we at Congregation Ahavas 
Achim are eagerly anticipating the return of 
Rabbi Loewenthal from her sabbatical in Israel. 
We look forward to many great stories, and 
hope that the Rabbi is able to acclimate with 
ease to the New Hampshire winter! 

The past few months have brought a number of 

changes to the Board of Directors.

For personal reasons Jennifer Cohen, David 
Kochman, and Andrea Levin resigned from the 
Board. We are very grateful to them for their 
years of service in this leadership capacity. 

Ronnie Brown found it necessary to resign from 
the Board in early January, in the middle of her 
third year as President. This was a very difficult 
decision for Ronnie and was necessary for med-
ical reasons. Ronnie was engaged in all aspects 
of synagogue life, in addition to her Board 
responsibilities. Her warm presence and steady 
leadership will be missed. We wish her a quick 
return to good health. 

I would like to remind you about several events 
coming up soon at the synagogue. David and 
Sandy Kochman will be hosting the movie 
“Voyage of the Damned”, on Saturday evening, 
March 7. You can find more details about this 
film in their announcement in this Bulletin.  

The Adult Education Committee has arranged 
for Dr. Elaine (“Lainee”) Broad Ginsberg to 
present the next Nathan E. Cohen Memorial 
Lecture about “The History of Jewish Choral 
Music” on Sunday, March 8 at 3:00 pm.  This is 
sure to be an interesting and enjoyable event.  
And finally, watch for more information, in the 
weekly synagogue emails, about the Purim ser-
vice and celebration on March 9.

Janet Furcht, Acting President

Are You Getting the Weekly Synagogue 
E-mail?
A mass mailing to CAA members and other 
interested parties provides info on upcom-
ing services and other events.  This e-mail 
is sent out every Tuesday or Wednesday.  
Additional emails are sent when there’s 
news that can’t wait.  

If you’re not receiving the weekly email, call 
the CAA office and ask to be added.  It’s the 
way to keep up to date in between Bulletins.
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 lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

CAA’s Nominating Committee Seeks Your Input
Every year the Nominating Committee meets 
prior to the synagogue elections, which are held 
at the Annual Meeting in June.  The Nominating 
Committee is made up of the past presidents of 
our synagogue. It selects and contacts possible 
candidates, who would be willing to fill open 
officer and trustee positions on the board.

The committee then prepares a recommended 
slate of candidates to be voted upon at the 
April meeting of the Board of Directors. If the 
slate is approved, those candidates will be pre-
sented for election at the synagogue’s Annual 
Membership Meeting that is usually held on the 
2nd Wednesday in June. In addition, any syna-
gogue member in good standing may be nomi-
nated from the floor at the Annual Meeting.

Our officer positions are for one year.  The 
Trustee positions are normally for three years, 
but this year we will also have a position for 
two years.  Any member of our community, in 
good standing, is eligible for these positions.  

If you would like further information, or you 
have a desire to be on our Board, please contact 
Paul Bieber at 603-242-3521 or at paulbaseball@
msn.com. 

March - April Happenings
Religious School Purim Carnival (open to our 
community) 
Sunday, March 8th at 11:10 AM

We'll celebrate Purim with costumes, a megillah 
reading, hamantaschen, and making our Purim 
Carnival! Parents and other volunteers will 
begin setting up at 9:30 am; then join the chil-
dren for a special Purim kehillah time at 10:30 

am. The Purim Carnival will begin at 11:10 am. 
Don't forget to wear costumes and bring money 
for tickets and pizza!!!

Erev Purim 
Monday, March 9th at 6:30 PM, Pizza at  
6:00 PM
Celebrate Purim with humor, costumes, revelry, 
adult beverages, noisemakers, and an interpre-
tive Megillah reading! Skits and spiels welcome. 
Adults and children are welcome. Come in cos-
tume, the more outrageous, the better. Be ready 
to shake your grogger! Feel free to join us for 
pizza at 6:00 pm.

If you have a spiel you'd like to share – con-
tact Rabbi Loewenthal at: rabbi.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com

Shabbat at Host Homes 
Friday, March 13th at 7:00 PM
Two (or possibly three) gracious hosts are host-
ing Shabbat dinner in their homes and inviting 
CAA members on Friday, March 13th in the 
evening. 

Imagine how wonderful it will be to welcome 
Shabbat sitting at the table with congregation 
friends and community members.

If you would like to welcome Shabbat with a 
dinner among friends in Alstead or Keene (or 
possibly in the Peterborough region) - please 
RSVP to Selena Katz at 603-352-1644 or selena-
katz50@gmail.com by March 6th! 

Older Students Lead Shabbat Morning Service 
Saturday March 21st at 10:00 AM
Join us for this Saturday morning as we cel-
ebrate Shabbat with the help of older CAA 
Religious School students, teachers, and teach-
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ing assistants.  We will also be joyfully welcom-
ing baby Louisa, the new daughter of Rachel 
Prunier and Colin Kremer/new granddaughter 
of Tom and Vivian Prunier!

The entire community is invited to join us for a 
festive lunch afterwards with table-songs.

Family Model Seder (all are welcome) 
Sunday, April 5th 10:30 AM - Noon
All are invited to this hands-on model Passover 
Seder. Learn Seder songs and rituals, get into 
the Passover spirit, practice the Four Questions, 
eat traditional Seder foods! Take away fresh 
ideas for your own Seder!

Congregational Seder – CAA's Annual  
Potluck Seder   
Thursday, April 9th at 5:30 PM 
Made by our Community for our Community!
On the second night of Passover -Thursday, 
April 9th, our annual Congregational Seder 
begins promptly at 5:30 pm. Each year, we come 
to the Seder table as a true community - each 
supporting the meal by bringing a dish.

Together, we recall the story of G-d bringing 
the Israelites out from slavery in Egypt. Our 
story today inspires many other peoples in their 
quests for liberation from slavery and struggle 
for freedom.

This Seder is filled with traditional and contem-
porary songs, readings and blessings.
$13.00 per congregation member
$8.00 per child 12 years and under
$24.00 per non-congregation member

Please contact Daniella to RSVP and sign-up 
for a dish to bring at: secretary.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com, or 603-352-6747

Yizkor Prayers followed by Traditional 
Shabbat Service 
Friday, April 10th – Yizkor at 6:30, Shabbat 
Service at 7:00 PM
Four times each year, including at Passover, we 
honor the memory of our departed loved ones 
with a special Yizkor prayers of remembrance, 
tonight preceding a traditional Shabbat service.

Yom ha Shoah Commemoration 
Monday, April 20 at 5:30 pm
CAA invites you to an intimate memorial gath-
ering. We remember the six million Jews who 
perished in the Holocaust and reflect on how 
our own lives were touched by the Shoah. Our 
quiet commemoration includes prayer, song, 
and reflection.

Movie Night at CAA
Saturday, March 7, 2020, 6:30 PM
David and Sandy Kochman will be hosting 
a movie night at the synagogue. The feature 
film will be “Voyage of the Damned”, a film 
inspired by true events of the 1939 voyage of 
the MS St. Louis.  It is the emotional tale of 937 
German Jewish refugees seeking haven from 
the atrocities of their homeland.  They soon 
discover that their escape has been set up as 
an exercise in Nazi propaganda.  Denied their 
intended sanctuary, will they find a new home, 
or be forced to return to the horrors awaiting 
them in Germany?

Featuring an all-
star cast, including 
Faye Dunaway, Max 
Von Sydow, Orson 
Welles and Malcolm 
McDowell, “Voyage 
of the Damned” is a 
powerful and unfor-
gettable film.

This film was 
nominated for three 

Academy Awards – 
Best Supporting Actress, Best Score, and Best 
Adapted Screenplay (Rated PG).  The total run-
ning time is 160 minutes and we will have a 
brief intermission.

David has a personal connection with the story 
of the MS St. Louis, as his grandparents, Fritz 
and Alice Kochmann, were on board the actual 
ship.  This photo was taken on the ship by 
David’s Aunt Hilda!

Light snacks will be provided.  Hope to see you 
there!

Sandy and David

Fritz and Alice Kochmann 
on the MS St. Louis
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The Nathan E. Cohen Lecture Series Presents

The hisTory of Jewish Choral MusiC
speaker: Dr. elaine (“lainee”) BroaD GinsBerG

Sunday, March 8 at 3:00 PM 
Admission is free – All are welcome
Congregation Ahavas Achim

Join Lainee Ginsberg for an informative 
and enjoyable journey through the world 
of Jewish Choral music!  Lots of musical 
examples will be played, and the audience 
will get to participate in singing as well.  

Lainee is the Music Director of Mak'hela, 
the Jewish Chorus of Western MA and has 
an extensive background in Jewish choral 
music, both as a conductor and as a lecturer 
at Keene State College. She earned col-

legiate degrees from Oberlin Conservatory 
and College (Music and Judaic Studies) and 
a Doctorate in music at the University of 
Cincinnati.  Lainee is the music director at 
Congregation Ahavas Achim. 

The Nathan E. Cohen Memorial Lecture series 
was founded by Dr. Arthur Cohen as an ongoing 
tribute to his father’s memory.  It provides pro-
grams open to the general public at no charge.  

Cohen Center Awards Night
Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at 7:00 PM 
Mabel Brown Room -  
Keene State College
The Charles Hildebrandt 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
Award honors Keene State College‘s professor 
emeritus in Sociology and founder of the Center 
for Holocaust Studies. It is given in recognition 
of excellence in Holocaust or Genocide Studies. 
The breadth of the award categories has grown 
from the initial Keene State College student 
entries to high school and now community 
entries. Students and members of the local com-
munity are invited to submit essays, historical 

analyses, stories, poems, musical compositions, 
dance, film, theatre and visual arts exploring 
and expressing their own personal relationship 
to or reflections on the Holocaust or genocide.

Presentations are given by the award-winning 
participants, and monetary and book awards 
are granted.

This is our opportunity to recognize research, 
writing and creative works produced by Keene 
State students, students from regional schools 
and other members of our community.

Those eligible to apply are: Keene State College 
students; area High School and Middle School 
students; Students in Grades 5-8, and any other 
New England resident.
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Submissions may include: Artistic entries – 
dance compositions, musical creations, poems, 
short stories, visual works of art, film, or plays; 
or scholarly entries – essays, research projects/
papers.  Entries will be judged by committee 
and evaluated on their depth of vision, insight, 
creativity, originality, and technical ability. 

For more information and an award applica-
tion form, visit www.keene.edu.cchs

The Susan J. Herman Award for Leadership 
in Holocaust & Genocide Awareness hon-
ors the work and inspiration of Dr. Susan 
J. Herman, Professor of Management at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, and Professor 
Emerita of Management at Keene State College.  
Dr. Herman served the College, the Cohen 
Center and New Hampshire through a lifetime 
of advocacy, education, curriculum develop-
ment and leadership training. Dr. Herman's 

considerable talents helped to motivate College 
leaders, faculty and community supporters 
to join in promoting Holocaust and genocide 
studies, leading many to a greater awareness of 
how genocide, mass murder and other crimes 
of atrocity affect us all today.

The Susan J. Herman Award recognizes indi-
viduals who have, through personal leadership 
and actions, stimulated greater understanding 
of genocide, increased activism on behalf of the 
victims of crimes against humanity or inspired 
community engagement in educating people 
about genocide both historically and in our 
contemporary world. 

The Susan J. Herman Award is presented in 
two categories each year:  One recognition 
award will honor a student at Keene State 
College, accompanied by a monetary award 
to assist the student with his or her studies. 
The second will be awarded to an individual 
or group who has/have made a difference in 
Holocaust and genocide awareness through 
acts of leadership and personal commitment. 
Preference for the second award will be given 
to qualified nominees from New Hampshire, 
but inspirational candidates from around the 
world will be considered.

Simchas for March/April
Birthdays
Benjamin Pieper Friedman ......... March 1
Stephen Weiner ............................ March 1
Robert Gewanter .......................... March 5
Marty Post ..................................... March 10
Jacob Pieper Friedman ................ March 13
Gerri Bernstein ............................. March 14
Mike Davern ................................. March 14
John Halper ................................... March 16
Rebecca Sayles .............................. March 23
Toni Goldberg............................... March 26
Camner Rubin .............................. March 26
Ronnie Brown ............................... March 31
Margo Cohen ................................ March 31
Elaine Bieber ................................. April 1
David Sayles ................................. April 6
Jori Platt ......................................... April 7
Thomas Ross ................................. April 9

Robert Vogel ................................. April 9
Bruce Platt ..................................... April 11
Roberta Visser ............................... April 12
Philip Sadler .................................. April 13
Eleanor Kaufman ......................... April 13
Pauline Fish ................................... April 14
Zara Mae Rosenberg .................... April 16
Perry Cohen .................................. April 19
Barry Goodman Lytton ............... April 19
Helen Colby .................................. April 26
Leonard Weiser............................. April 27
Aerin Tamar Prunier .................... April 29

Anniversaries
Kathi Borden & Greg Blair ......... April 16
Rebecca & David Sayles .............. April 16
Jill & Marty Post ........................... April 24
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Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

Cohen Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies Presents
Genocide Awareness Lecture  
Series –  Professor Richard English  
Monday, April 20, 2020, 7:00 PM 
Alumni Center – Norma Walker Hall 
Keene State College 
Dr. Richard English is a Professor of Politics at 
Queen’s University Belfast where he is also a 
distinguished professorial fellow in the Senator 
George J. Mitchel Institute for Global Peace, 
Security and Justice. Dr. English is also the 
University’s pro-vice chancellor for internation-
alization and engagement. Professor English's 
research focuses on the politics and history of 
nationalism, political violence, and terrorism, 
particularly relating to Ireland and Britain.   He 
is author of the book, “Does Terrorism Work?: 
A History” and several other publications.

He is a Fellow of the British Academy, a 
Member of the Royal Irish Academy, a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, a Fellow 
of the Royal Historical Society, an Honorary 
Fellow of Keble College Oxford, and an 
Honorary Professor at the University of St. 
Andrews.  Professor English has given invited 
lectures on his research in more than twenty 
countries.  

Volunteer at The Community Kitchen
CAA will be volunteering at The Community 
Kitchen on the following Thursdays:  3/19, 4/16 
and 4/30.  Please arrive by 4:45 pm to wash 
hands, don apron, hat, gloves and assume posi-
tions in the serving line or in the kitchen, and 
let the meal begin! 

We usually are finished by 6:45 pm and out 

the door.  All congregants are invited to come 
help for all or even just part of the evening.  As 
always, it helps if you notify me ahead of time 
when you know you will be volunteering at 
TCK.  We try not to be over-volunteered, or 
under-volunteered!

Thanks, Gary Shapiro, 352-0440 or email:  
gm_shapiro@yahoo.com

Highlights of the January 8, 2020 Board 
Meeting
Janet discussed her transition to Acting 
President following the resignation of Ronnie 
Brown. She discussed next steps and new 

Ashuelot Concerts  
Performing at CAA

SATURDAY, MARCH 14TH 
AT 7:30 PM

(Snow day February 15th at 4:00 PM)

Mozart Sonata in D, K.306
Saint-Saëns Sonata in D minor, Op.75

Franck Violin Sonata in A
Steinberg Duo

Louisa Stonehill (violin) &  
Nicholas Burns (piano)

SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH 
AT 4:00 PM

Haydn Piano Trio in G, Gypsy Rondo
Tchaikovsky Piano Trio in A minor, Op.50

Louisa Stonehill (violin)
Paul Cohen (Cello) 

Nicholas Burns (piano)
Ticket information at: www.ashuelotconcerts.org 
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WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL  

COMMERCIAL   

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  25 Church Street      
Harr isv i l le  NH 03450  

www.wapm.com                                   603-827-3840      

Presented by the Kapiloff Family

For the past nineteen years, the Ed 
Kapiloff Youth Scholarship has provided 
one annual scholarship for a child or chil-
dren of synagogue members to attend a 
Jewish summer camp.

Applicants are invited to send a written 
request to Rabbi Loewenthal telling why a 
Jewish summer camp experience would be 
meaningful and how it could help them to 
better serve their synagogue and commu-
nity.  Parental help with the letter of appli-
cation is acceptable.

•  You must choose a Jewish camp such 
as Camp Havaya (formerly JRF), Camp 
Eisner or one of similar cost.  You may 
attend a camp affiliated with any of the 
movements, in any location.

•  The Scholarship will be based on need 
and requires community service to the 
synagogue or community.

•  Your family must be a member in good 
standing of Congregation Ahavas Achim.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Rabbi Loewenthal at 352-6747, or  
rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com.

opportunities for CAA members to serve on the 
board. 

Rabbi Liaison Committee: Jerry Kaufman 
spoke of  the many members in our CAA com-
munity who have increased their engagement 
with the synagogue while the Rabbi is on sab-
batical. Services and Religious School have been 
running smoothly and weekly Torah study con-
tinues. Many thanks to all.

Adult Education Committee: Janet shared that 
the book club will meet on February 26 at 6:00 
pm to discuss the novel, "Fugitive Pieces". All 
are welcome. Salad and pizza will be served.

Finance Committee: Two representatives 
from the Board met with David Kochman and 
clarified David's role in  providing bookkeep-
ing services and handling financial reporting 
requirements.  The Board appreciates David's 
assistance.   

Membership Committee: Selena Katz reported 
that we currently have 102 family units. 

Religious School: Sarah Vogel reported that 
the Sunday school is running very well and all 
have enjoyed delving into the study of the story 
of Joseph. She shared that the children look for-
ward to and have enjoyed their weekly video 
chats with the Rabbi.

Time was spent in executive session.

Old business: The draft document "Board 
Guidelines and Expectations."  Due to time 
constraints this item was tabled and will be dis-
cussed at the February meeting. 

Janet Furcht/Wendy Platt
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New Director of Cohen Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
Announced
Keene State College is pleased to 
announce that Mr. Peter McBride 
has been appointed to lead Keene State 
College’s Cohen Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies. Peter will take on the role 
of endowed director of the Cohen Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies on July 1, 2020.

After growing up in the context of “The 
Troubles" in Northern Ireland, Peter became 
a post-conflict mental health specialist with 
particular expertise in the traumatic impact of 
violence, genocide and atrocities on individuals, 
communities, and ethnic groups. Since the Good 
Friday Agreement peace settlement in 1998, he 
has been heavily involved in peace and recon-
ciliation efforts, working at senior political, gov-
ernmental, and community levels to develop a 
sustainable peace. 

He was the founder and chair of two civic ini-
tiatives, "Journey Towards Healing" and "Make 
It Work", and was a specialist mental health 
advisor for the first Northern Ireland Victims 
and Survivors Forum. Peter’s expertise has also 
involved him in international engagements 
in Rwanda, South Sudan, Malawi, Israel, and 
Gaza.

“Peter is a visionary leader whose expertise 
in post-conflict trauma is one that will bring 
an expanded focus to the Cohen Center’s mis-
sion and outreach. He has worked both on the 
ground with victims of genocide and mass vio-
lence, and at the highest administrative levels, 
with policymakers and government agencies, 
creating programs that allow victims of trauma 
and violence to live productive, dignified, and 
hopeful lives,” said Keene State College Dean of 
the School of Arts, Education, and Humanities 
Dr. Kirsti Sandy. “He also brings significant 
fundraising experience and a strong record of 
public communication around the prevention 
of genocide and mental health post-trauma. He 
is a proven collaborator who will work closely 
with the department of Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies and with the entire college community 
and beyond. We are thrilled to welcome him to 

Keene State this summer.”

Until May 2019, Peter was the group chief 
executive of Inspire, now one of the largest 
mental health charities in Ireland. He was CEO 
of Inspire from 2010 to May 2019. Beginning in 
2001, he was the managing director of Carecall, 
Inspire’s subsidiary organization focusing on 
workplace wellbeing. Over the space of nine 
years as CEO, Peter grew and developed Inspire 
from a small local charity to a large national 
organization with more than 1,000 staff, asso-
ciates, and volunteers throughout Ireland. In 
2017, he oversaw the rebranding of the organi-
zation, and a significant capital investment in 
a new central office and community resilience 
center in the heart of Belfast. This was officially 
opened by HRH Prince William, with whom 
Peter was connected through his work with BBC 
Children in Need and the Royal Foundation.

“I am delighted and honored to have been 
appointed as the director of the Cohen Center. I 
am passionate about this role because as I look 
around me, within living memory of the second 
world war, I see the same sinister components 
that became the cornerstones of the Holocaust, 
being re-laid as foundations for the justification 
of modern atrocities and genocide. In response 
to this, I believe it is more important and com-
pelling than ever to understand and remember 
the atrocities of the past, and to learn from 
them,” said Peter. “There is an urgent need for 
us to speak out, to challenge the normalization 
of hatred, division, and sectarianism, and to 
create havens for peace-building, reconciliation, 
and the creation of hope. Over the past decades, 
the Cohen Center has been such a haven by ful-
filling its core mission ‘To Remember… and To 
Teach’. The Cohen Center is now poised to have 
an even more significant impact, in increasingly 
diverse arenas at local, national, and interna-
tional levels. I am excited and energized to be 
part of the community and this journey."

Peter earned an MSW in social work from 
Queen’s University in Belfast in 1996. He earned 
an Advanced Diploma in the Management of 
Psychological Trauma from Nottingham Trent 
University in 1998.

This article contains information released to the 
press on February 28, 2020.
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Congregation
 Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE  
OF THE MONADNOCK REGION

1
No Religious School

2
3

4
5

1:00 pm Mah Jongg
6

7:00 pm Kavanah Shabbat 
Service

7
6:30 pm CAA Movie Night: 
“Voyage of the Damned”

8
9:30 am Religious School 
- Holiday Session/Purim 
Carnival
12:15 pm Torah Study
3:00 pm NEC Lecture –  
Lainee Ginsberg

9
6:30 pm Purim Service 
and Celebration

10
11

7:00 pm Board of  
Directors Meeting

12
1:00 pm Mah Jongg

13
7:00 pm Shabbat at Host 
Homes

14
7:30 pm Ashuelot Concerts

15
9:30 am Religious School
12:15 pm Torah Study

16
17

18
19

1:00 pm Mah Jongg 
4:45 pm Community 
Kitchen

20
7:00 pm Traditional 
Shabbat Service

21
10:00 am Older Students 
Lead Shabbat Morning 
Torah Service

22
9:30 am Religious School
12:15 pm Torah Study

23
24

25
26

1:00 pm Mah Jongg 
27

7:00 pm Shir Shabbat 
Service

28 

29

No Religious School

30
31
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Pedaling for Peace: Since 2003, riders from 
around the world have come together in Israel 
to take part in a fundraising event meant to 
raise money for peace, sustainability and envi-
ronmentalism in the Middle East.  This year, 
two local cyclists will be participating and want 
you to join them.  Tracy and Lou Kaletsky of 
Swanzey have signed up for Israel Ride 2020 
and are committed to supporting two inno-
vative organizations - the Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies and Hazon.     

The Arava Institute for Environmental Studies 
is an environmental teaching and research 
program in Israel, which prepares future Arab 
and Jewish leaders to cooperatively solve the 
region’s environmental challenges. The Arava 
Institute brings together Israelis, Palestinians, 
Jordanians, and students from around the 
world to foster, and support the advancement 
of environmental cooperation between Israel 
and its neighbors to work towards their com-
mon goals. 

Hazon is the largest faith-based environmen-
tal organization in the U.S. and is building a 
movement that strengthens Jewish life and 
contributes to a more environmentally sustain-
able world for all. As the Jewish lab for sustain-
ability, Hazon effects change through immer-
sive experiences and inspires individuals and 
communities to make specific commitments to 
change with a particular focus on food systems.

Tracy and Lou ask you to please explore the 
causes and learn more about their key partners 
that make riding the Israel Ride a true passion.

About the Ride - The Israel Ride is the premier 
cycling experience in Israel. Enjoy five days of 
biking, with route options for recreational rid-
ers and experienced cyclists. All routes are fully 
supported with plentiful local food, wonderful 
crew and mechanics, and great overnight loca-
tions. They also offer a non-riding option.  The 
Israel Ride connects people to Israel’s land and 
culture, fostering long lasting friendships, and 
advocating for a sustainable, secure, and peace-
ful Middle East.  Whether you are new to Israel 
or seasoned travelers, coming on your own, or 

with family, you will learn about the ecological 
challenges in the region and support the work 
of The Arava Institute and Hazon. 

The 2020 Israel Ride takes place October 26th, 
2020 to November 3rd, 2020.

Tracy and Lou “Team Granite State” urge you 
to visit israelride.org and consider supporting 
these amazing organizations by signing up for 
this year’s ride, or if you would like to con-
tribute to their fundraising efforts, go to their 
fundraising page at https://give.israelride.org/
team/265490 .  

For more information contact Tracy and Lou, 
2020 Israel Ride Host Committee Members, at 
lou.kaletsky@keene.edu.  

NH Jewish Film Festival 
Presented by the  
Jewish Federation  
of NH – Playing Locally 
at the Peterborough 
Community Theater
Sunday, March 22, 2020
1:00 PM
Shooting Life
Drama Israel 84 minutes
Hebrew with English subtitles
Igal Gazit, an unemployed film director from 
Tel Aviv, moves to Sderot and takes a teach-
ing job at the high school. However, Igal’s first 
meeting with his new students doesn’t go well. 
The students, sensing that he is patronizing 
them, make fun of the “enlightenment” he 
brings from Tel Aviv. Igal promises the prin-
cipal that all the kids will pass the State Film 
Exams. The road to fulfilling that promise is one 
that the students will never forget.

Selection: Vienna Jewish Film Club 2018, Atlanta 
Jewish Film Festival 2019, Montreal Jewish Film 
Festival 2019, Washington Jewish Film Festival 2019

(continued on page 14)
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Yahrzeits for March/April
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
3/1  Anne Bernstein 5 Adar  2/28
3/1 Mollie Hanan 5 Adar  2/28
3/1  Eric Komitzsky 5 Adar  2/28
3/2 Norman Harold Brown 6 Adar  2/28
3/4 Harry Krugman 8 Adar  2/28
3/4 Annette Schadick 8 Adar  2/28
3/5    Pauline Krugman 9 Adar 2/28
3/6    Moritz Lowy 10 Adar 3/6
3/6    Donald Allen Sayles 10 Adar 3/6
3/7    Mildred Weber Brown 11 Adar  3/6
3/7    Marcia Tenofsky Riendeau 11Adar 3/6
3/9    George Andrews 13 Adar 3/6
3/10    Eleanor P. Jacobson 14 Adar 3/6
3/10    Maurice Levy 14 Adar 3/6
3/10    Larry Schuman 14 Adar 3/6
3/10    Gwendoline Winn 14 Adar  3/6
3/12 Harold Sadler 16 Adar 3/6
3/12 Ida Sabel 16 Adar 3/6
3/12 Samuel Sakter 16 Adar 3/6
3/13  Nina Nirenberg Davids  17 Adar  3/13
3/13 Sadie Lichman 17 Adar 3/13
3/14  Fanny Lowy  18 Adar 3/13
3/14 Nancy Reisig 18 Adar 3/13
3/14  Chaya Leah Slome  18 Adar 3/13
3/14 Samuel Morris Wildove 18 Adar 3/13
3/18  Michael Kotleroff  22 Adar  3/13
3/19  Frieda Yeager  23 Adar  3/13
3/20 Harry M. Kharfen 24 Adar 3/20
3/21  Anna Derby 25 Adar 3/20
3/21  David Schuman  25 Adar 3/20
3/22 Frances Court 26 Adar 3/20
3/23  Mildred Fox  27 Adar 3/20
3/24 George E. Ehrlich 28 Adar 3/30
3/26  Benjamin Komitzsky  1 Nissan  3/20
3/27 Lillian Richmond 2 Nissan 3/27
3/27  Beatrice Sarubin Zeskind  2 Nissan  3/27
3/28  Ida Butler  3 Nissan  3/27
3/28  Paul Malkin  3 Nissan  3/27
3/28  Richard Roscoe Mercier  3 Nissan  3/27
3/31  Jack Feldman  6 Nissan 3/27
4/1  Abraham Shapiro  7 Nissan  3/27
4/4 Jacob Wildove 10 Nissan 4/10
4/6    Elsie Kaufman 12 Nissan 4/3
4/7    Dora Satlin Komitzsky 13 Nissan 4/3
4/8    Joy Andrews 14 Nissan 4/3
4/12    Marshall Samuel Feingold 18 Nissan 4/10
4/12    Robert Querns 18 Nissan 4/17
4/12    Mollie Rubin 18 Nissan 4/17
4/12    Bob Schapiro 18 Nissan 4/17
4/14    Iris Silberstein 20 Nissan 4/17
4/15 Thelma Portnoy Prial 21 Nissan 4/17
4/17 Edith Cohn 23 Nissan 4/17
4/19 Harvey Miner 25 Nissan 4/17
4/19  Baby Boy Shapiro  25 Nissan  4/17
4/20    Morris Popover 26 Nissan 4/17
4/20    Rose Shapiro 26 Nissan 4/17
4/22    Mark Bieber 28 Nissan 4/17
4/23    Alice E. Cohen 29 Nissan 4/17
4/25    Pearl F. Goldberg 1 Iyar 4/24
4/26    Albert Eichner 2 Iyar 4/24
4/26    Irving Post 2 Iyar 4/24
4/29    Sam Fox 5 Iyar 4/24
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

3:00 PM 
The Keeper
Drama 113 minutes
United Kingdom, English
Content Warning: Adult Content
The incredible true story of Bert 
Trautmann, a German soldier and 
prisoner of war who, amid British 
post-war protest and prejudice, is 
hired as goalkeeper at Manchester 
City and so becomes a footballing 
icon. His signing outrages thou-
sands of fans, many of them 
Jewish. But Bert receives support 
from an unexpected source: Rabbi 
Alexander Altmann, who fled the 
Nazis. Bert’s love for Margaret, 
an Englishwoman, carries him 
through, and he wins over even 
his harshest opponents by win-
ning the 1956 FA Cup Final. But 
fate intervenes, and Bert and 
Margaret’s love and loyalty to each 
other are put to the ultimate test.

Audience Award, Sonoma County 
Jewish Film Festival 2019
Audience Award for Best Narrative 
Feature, San Francisco Jewish Film 
Festival 2019
This year's festival includes 17 
films ranging from drama to 
documentary to short and will run 
from March 19th to the 29th. More 
information about tickets and films 
showing at other NH locations:  
https://www.nhjewishfilmfestival.
com/2020
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Torah Repair Fund 
David Butler - in memory of his grandfather, 
Hyman Butler

Oneg Fund
Laura Broad - in honor of Lainee and Roye 
Ginsberg's commitment to CAA
Gary & Jane Shapiro - in memory of Jules 
Shapiro 
Arthur Cohen

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Gary Shapiro - in memory of Jules Elliot 
Shapiro

Florence Aliber Lipsky Fund 
Aaron Lipsky - in memory of Rubin and 
Florence Lipsky

Religious School Fund
Chuck & Lisa Schadick - in memory of Charles 
Richmond  

Cycle of Life
Our condolences to:
Melanie Zalman McDonald and 
her family on the passing of her 
mother, Phyllis Rosell z"l, in 
Orange, Connecticut, on January 31, 2020 

Mazel tov to:
Elaine and Paul Bieber on the birth of their 
first granddaughter. Hannah Maizie Koeth was 
born to Jessica Koeth and Bobby Koeth III on 
February 4, 2020 in New York City. 
Tom and Vivian Prunier on the birth of their 
new granddaughter, Louisa, daughter of 
Rachel Prunier and Colin Kremer

Donations
General Fund
Justin Dunie
Katherine Zukauskas - wishing CAA a Happy 
Hanukkah
Risa & Doug Keene - in honor of Ronnie 
Brown, Board President, for all of her good 
work
Sharon & Clark Johnson
Ellen Ostreicher & David Winn - in memory of 
Ellen's mother, Sybil Dorner
Parker G. Montgomery Jr. - in appreciation of 
the Knights Chess Club held at CAA
Stephen & Patricia Weiner - in memory of 
Phyllis Rosell
Arthur Cohen - in memory of Ruth Cohen and 
Meyer Kaplan
Stephen and Patricia Weiner - in memory of 
Esther Bernstein
Paul & Elaine Bieber - in memory of Phyllis 
Rosell 
Stanley Babit & Rosalyn Sperling - in memory 
of Phyllis Rosell

Nathan E. Cohen Lecture Fund 
Barbara Taft
Stephen & Patricia Weiner - in memory of 
Harry Weiner

CeleBraTe a siMChah By purChasinG a leaf on 
our Tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.

Ahavas Achim Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday  
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Contact: 603.352.6747 or  
secretary.ahavas.achim@gmail.com
Note: The office will be closed March 1st to 5th. 
Voicemail will be checked Monday thru Friday. 
If urgent, please contact Janet Furcht at  
603-439-7147. 
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

  David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
   Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.O.G. 

Heather L. Arel, M.S.N., A.R.N.P. 

454 Old Street Rd., Suite 302 
Peterborough, NH  03458 

 
 

650 Court St., Suite 5 
Keene, NH  03431 

For appointments, call: 
(603) 924-9444 

 
 

Visit our Facebook page and our web site: 
www.MonadnockOBGYN.com 

For all of your Obstetrical and Gynecological needs. 


